
  

A Word from Pastor Chris: 
 

 

And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, 

‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ (Matthew 20:11-12) 

 

 

From early childhood, we learn lessons about fairness in life. Everyone gets 

the same. If one kid on the playground gets a popsicle on a summer day,    

every kid on the playground should get a popsicle on that hot day. Right?       

It’s only fair. 

 

So why do the kids inside sitting in the air conditioner also get a popsicle? 

That’s not fair – is it? They weren’t the ones outside running and sweating. 

We seem to have a big problem with the lesson of fairness. Fair is fair…   

unless you earned it. Then you deserve it. 

 

Good thing the kingdom of heaven and the church aren’t like that!  

 

Because one of the hallmarks of being a Lutheran is that you don’t earn        

your place in the kingdom. Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 

God’s love and mercy and forgiveness are not fair – Thanks be to God! 

 

In the church, each of us are welcomed as equal and full recipients of God’s 

gracious favor. All are invited to engage in service in the Lord’s vineyard. 

Grace is scandalous like that… and for that amazing grace, I am thankful.        

A popsicle sure sounds good right now! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Chris 
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Announcements 
 

September Primetimers Meeting in the church Library at 11:00AM or join us at the restaurant at 11:45. 

We are going to Applebees, at 2100 N. Roan Street in Johnson City. The Chalkleys are our hosts.  Sharon 

Harshman will send out an RSVP about a week before, to get a head count.  If you have questions or 

would like to join in the fun and camaraderie, contact Sharon at sharonharshman1@gmail.com or 423-

282-0400 (land line, no texting).  

Melting Pot Crew – meet on September 8th and 9th in the morning, to prepare 180-200 meals and prep for 

delivery.  Delivery done by the Chalkleys.If you would like to volunteer to help feed the homeless and 

food challenged people of our community, contact Sharon at sharonharshman1@gmail.com or 423-282-

0400 (land line, no texting).  

 

There will be a Sunday School meeting, right after the Worship service on September 27th, to go over the 

planning for the Noah’s Ark party.   

Unity Circle – Will meet on Tuesday, September 22nd, at 1:00PM in the Fellowship Hall.  All ladies of 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church are automatically a part of WELCA and are welcome to join us! Susan 

Reaves will provide the snack, and Cheryl Milliken will do the opening prayer.  We are finishing our study 

of James: Pearls for Wise Living. 

 

Unity Circle begins a new year and is searching for a Bible study to start in October.  Please look at 

Following the Footsteps: Walking where Jesus Walked-Rev. Bob Rognlien.  If you have another book or 

other suggestions, it is imperative that your bring the information to this meeting. 

 

We will have a “Noisy Change Offering” on September 27th, which is the last Sunday of September.  

This collection will benefit the Homeless.  The children walk around the church, passing small, galvanized 

buckets for you to drop your loose change into.  So please save your change and bring it to church that 

day.    

Bill McComb spoke a couple of Sundays ago about Via de Cristo. He is offering to sponsor and pay for 

the costs to send someone to this amazing Retreat that brings you closer to Christ with Worship, listening 

to Lay people give talks, singing and Christian Fellowship from Thursday-Sunday from Nov 5-8 of this 

year. If you are interested please see Bill for an application. 

 

Lutheran Guys and Gals (LGG) Lunch – September’s LGG Lunch will be on Tuesday, September 22nd 

at 11:45AM.  We will meet at Olive Garden restaurant, located at 1903 N. Roan Street, in Johnson City. 

Sharon will send out an RSVP the week before.  We welcome new faces!  Contact Sharon Harshman for 

more information. 

CPR Class – Kristi Ellenbecker would like to teach a CPR class at church.  There is a sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board in the main hallway.  Please put your name on the list, if you would like to learn CPR. 

TELLER NEEDED – One Sunday a month.  Must be an OSLC member. Minimal computer skills 

needed.  Please call or text Karen Wilson at (423) 676-3120 if interested, and she will explain what the job 

entails. 
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— Electronic Giving Option to Our Saviour Lutheran Church — 

 

Please consider an offering to help us continue doing great ministry together. 

 

For electronic giving, scan the QR Code to get started! 

 

 
 

 

Volunteer Schedule for September
Date Acolyte Usher Lector Sound Room

Communion 
Assistant

Greeter Altar Guild Teller

6-Sep
Sophia Pennell

Travis & Janeen 
Pennell

Chris 
Epperson

Laura & Jason 
Patrick

Kayla Heinold Karin McCoy
Janeen 
Pennell

Travis & Tandy 
Hobbs

13-Sep
Kayla Heinold

Dallas Gumm & 
Jason Patrick

Laura Patrick Bryon Bolger & 
Travis Hobbs

Patty Neas Teresa Sweet Janeen 
Pennell

Karen Wilson & 
Don McGaughey

20-Sep
Joseph Heinold

Travis & Janeen 
Pennell

Tom 
Marshall

Laura & Jason 
Patrick

Brenda 
Whitson

Teresa Sweet
Janeen 
Pennell

Janeen Pennell 
& Karen Wilson 

27-Sep
Torin Martelli

Mark & Ricki 
Doty

Bryon Bolger
Bryon Bolger & 
Travis Hobbs

Diana Duncan Teresa Sweet
Janeen 
Pennell

Travis & Tandy 
Hobbs

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

 

PRIMETIMERS SUMMER PICNIC – Was held 

in our Fellowship Hall on Thursday, August 6th.  

Patty Sorenson provided pulled pork, and everyone 

brought their favorite dishes to share.  When 

Lutherans have a “pot luck”, the food is always 

good and abundant!   

  



  

 

 

 

 

“Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

 
What a great way for the Junior 
High and High School students to 
resume Sunday School… by 

baking bread!  
 
The class made the bread which 
was still warm when the gift 
bearers brought it forward 
during the offering. God uses the 
gifts we offer for the blessing of 

the people!  
 
Special thanks to Melissa Bridges 
for the pictures 
 

Youth Bake Bread for Communion 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  



  

On behalf of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA), 

 We want to say, “Thank You!” 

 
 Indeed, thank you to all who made last week’s WELCA Sunday so amazing. The pews and altar rail were beautifully 

adorned with handmade quilts – 68 of them to be exact! Prayer shawls and Personal Care Kits were on display and 

prayed over. And speaking of prayer, some of the youngest girls in our congregation handed out small Prayer Squares 

to every person present in worship. These were all visible signs of God’s love for the world.  

 

Women from all segments of Our Saviour Lutheran Church participated in WELCA Sunday. From the opening litany 

for bold women, to the sharing of God’s word in the reading of scripture, to the distribution of Christ’s body and 

blood in Holy Communion, to the end of the service where women led a 3-part blessing of the congregation, WELCA 

Sunday was meaningful.  

 

So thank you, Our Saviour Lutheran Church. Thank you for helping make heard the voices of so many bold women. 

Thank you for your voices that called us to show God’s love and care to our neighbors.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 


